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REPORT OF CABINET MEMBER FOR STRONGER COMMUNITIES & PARTNERSHIPS

1. COUNCIL UPDATE REGARDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES & 
PARTNERSHIPS PORTFOLIO

1.1 Purpose of Report

To advise Members that a decision making session was held on 19 January 2016 
covering the Stronger Communities & Partnerships Portfolio.

1.2 Background

1.2.1 This report highlights some of those decisions which have been made, but not all. 
Members wishing to view all decisions made can find these at 
http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1

1.2.2 Following changes in Standing Orders attached to this report is a list of decisions 
made.

1.3 Decisions – 19 January 2016

1.3.1 Building Stronger Communities - At my cabinet Decision session on the 19 
January 2016, I received a report which outlined the outcomes from the stronger 
communities functional review and the recommended next steps identified to support 
the delivery of the Council’s ‘building stronger communities’ priority. I endorsed the 
recommended work-streams and look forward to considering in more detail the scope 
and project outlines for the ‘Developing the Local Offer for Communities’ and 
Developing the Workforce of the Future’ work-streams at a future decision session. I 
also considered progress on specific community development work that is underway 
in relation to promoting strong locality networks through Street Associations and 
Local Area Co-ordination. I recognise the potential these have in promoting general 
well-being, reducing isolation and building community resilience and look forward to 
receiving evaluation of their effectiveness and any related business case for further 
development at a future decision session.

1.3.2 Library & Arts Update – I noted the comments of Scrutiny Board members 
regarding their concerns about the rebranding of the Central Library and Arts 
Complex.  However, having discussed the rebranding strategy with the Head of Arts 
& Libraries and the Communications team, I am confident that The Core in Solihull 
will be a successful venue.  It will attract new and existing users for information, 
advice, a range of library & cultural offers, entertainment, and food & drink.

1.3.3 I also welcomed the feedback from Scrutiny regarding the success of the Library & 
Arts service to date and approved the progress to date. I feel confident that the 
services will continue to go from strength to strength over the forthcoming year. 
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1.3.4 I also received and approved a report regarding Future Cemetery Provision. The 
report highlighted that the current site at Woodlands Cemetery only had 
approximately 4 years of burial provision remaining. The report set out a number of 
alternative land options adjacent or near to Woodlands Cemetery which could be 
developed and used to extend the current facility. I noted that all of the suitable land 
identified was currently in private ownership and was located outside of the borough 
(North Warwickshire). If these sites proved to be suitable following ground condition 
testing negotiations with land owners and North Warwickshire Council (in terms of 
planning) would be necessary. As part of my approval to proceed with relevant 
ground testing and negotiation I asked that a further report be brought back to me 
before proceeding with any purchase or development of the land.

1.4 Good News and Issues of Interest

1.4.1 Integration Project – The Integration Project is still on schedule with the next phase 
seeing the alignment of local neighbourhood teams.

 The decision has been made to base the teams around the 2 Solihull 
Constituencies (Solihull & Meriden); and 

 To have 5 geographic aligned areas and briefings to take place in each of these 
areas.  This will involve staff from all three organisations.  The rationale for 
choosing the 5 areas has been based on partnership demand and resources and 
due consideration for how each organisation is currently structured; it has been 
decided for example that bringing the whole of the Chelmsley Wood Partnership 
Plus area together, and to bring Smith’s Wood and Kingshurst together (which 
replicates current SCH structure), will more effectively manage the demand in 
those locations.

 Alignment sees the three organisations coming together on a weekly basis for joint 
briefing to enable resources to be focused on joint priorities.

 Other key stakeholders will be invited to attend workshops and briefing sessions.

The 5 Geographical areas & leaders are:

1. Chelmsley Wood Partnership+ Fordbridge (WMP Ellen Beedham)
2. Smith’s Wood, Kingshurst, Castle Bromwich (WMP Alistair Heathcote)
3. Rural (SMBC Tom Rogers)
4. Solihull, Shirley (SMBC Chris Parker)
5. Lyndon, Elmdon, Olton, Silhill (SCH Marcus Crockett)

1.4.2 A former Solihull Community Housing (SCH) tenant has been prosecuted for 
housing tenancy fraud and appeared at Birmingham Crown Court on Thursday 3 
December 2015.  The basis of the case was that the individual failed to disclose, at 
the point of declaring themselves homeless, that they actually owned two additional 
properties at that time; which they rented out to tenants in Birmingham.  

1.4.3  The case also included offences in terms of benefit fraud.  For the first offence the 
former tenant was given a six-month term of imprisonment suspended for 12 months.  
It was also ordered that they should be subject to a supervision order for 12 months 
including attending a specified activity for 20 days to be carried at the Anawim Centre 
in Birmingham.   For the second offence they were given a four-week term of 
imprisonment suspended for 12 months.



1.4.4 An application was made under the Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA), which is due to 
be heard in May 2016 when the Council will be seeking to recover proceeds of crime 
from the former tenant, based on the income they received from renting out the two 
properties whilst having a Council property she was not entitled to.

1.4.5 As part of the Christmas Activities and following a call for hamper item donations 
via Facebook, one of our Neighbourhood Co-ordinators, Mrs Grandison, received 
generous food donations from residents and businesses of North Solihull with the 
aim of making approx. 60 hampers.  The project included a community evening held 
on Monday 14th December at Chelmsley Town Council, and everyone was invited 
that had been involved to help pack hampers ready for delivery which I was pleased 
to be able to attend.

1.4.6 There was a cash donation of £50.00 which went to Seeds of Hope and contributed 
to providing Christmas fare to over 50 elderly residents on Christmas Day.

1.4.7 Parish Councils were also supportive and Coleshill Heath School joined in on the 
appeal; the children each decorated, filled and wrote a Christmas card to an elderly 
person.  The children then accompanied Mrs Grandison and members of the 
Neighbourhood Team who delivered a special hamper to the oldest resident of the 
borough, Mary is 102 years young.

1.4.8 I was so pleased with Mrs Grandison’s achievement, together with the overwhelming 
generosity of residents which enabled the distribution of 303 hampers. This is exactly 
what building stronger communities is all about.

1.4.9 Closure Notice served for Solihull property – A property in Solihull has been 
served with a closure notice by Solihull Community Housing as a result of drug 
offences related to the address.

1.4.10 I want to reassure our community that we will work hard to reduce criminal drug 
related activities in Solihull, working closely with SCH and West Midlands Police to 
help protect the local community. I am pleased to see robust action being taken 
against offenders to ensure Solihull remains a safe, pleasant place to live.

1.4.11 On Wednesday 13th January 2016, a Multi Agency Vehicle Exercise (MAVE) took 
place at the NEC West Car Park, organised by Solihull MBC and West Midlands 
Police.  The exercise is designed to disrupt criminality in the area and gather 
intelligence which can be analyzed and shared with other law enforcing bodies. 

 
1.4.12 The operation involved Officers from the Council, West Midlands Police and other 

Enforcement Agencies.  

 
1.4.13 A total of 45 vehicles were inspected and consisted of Taxis, Light Commercials, 

HGV and Vans and some private cars.

 
1.4.14 The highlights of the exercise are as follows:-

 



 3 vehicles received immediate prohibitions by DVSA. 1 had defective washers 
and another had a defective tyre. 1 HGV was found not to have brake lights 
and also had a badly worn wheel spigot hub.  2 vehicles received delayed 
prohibitions, 1 for having a wheel stud missing and the other, which was an 
HGV, had an oil leak and suspension issues.

 2 vehicles were seized for no insurance. One of the vehicles that was seized 
also had no MOT and had a badly cracked windscreen.  Drivers to be 
reported. 

 1 driver was escorted into the check-site in a Fiat Cinquecento.  This was a 
very small 2 door car and the driver had just picked up 2 passengers with 
luggage from BIA, all sandwiched in the car.  The driver did not have a valid 
driving licence and no insurance.  The vehicle was seized and the driver to be 
reported.

 4 vehicles received immediate prohibitions from WMP - 3 for having faulty/no 
fuel caps and 1 had faulty brake lights.

 2 vehicles were found to be overloaded by Trading Standards. 1 was carrying 
fruit and veg and was found to be overloaded by 40%.  The other was a HGV 
carrying aggregates which was found to be overloaded by 18%.  Drivers to be 
reported.

  
1.4.15 Taxi Inspections (Total of 14 ‘taxis’ were inspected)

 1 Private Hire Vehicle (PHV) was immediately prohibited and had his taxi 
plates suspended for having 1 tyre below the legal limit (found to be 
1.1mm) and another tyre that was below the Council limit of 2mm (found to be 
1.8mm).  The spare was also found to be below the legal limit.  The driver 
received a FP and points on his DVLA licence.

 1 Hackney Carriage Vehicle was found with a defective meter, 1 PHV was 
found with illegal tints, 1 PHV was found to have an illegal number plate and 2 
Private Hire Drivers advised on minor defects. 

 

1.4.16 Kingshurst Community Allotments - An area of the allotment had been unused for 
a number of years and had become overgrown and unmanageable.   The existing 
allotment tenants wanted help with turning the area in to a community garden that 
could be used by local residents, schools and youth groups. As part of their corporate 
social responsibility, Enzen a local business from Blythe Valley Business Park 
welcomed the opportunity to help improve the health and well being of the local 
community.  10 staff came out on the day to help create an outdoor classroom, they 
installed an area for pond dipping and food growing beds, habitats were created to 
increase the biodiversity and encourage pollinators.  Residents will be able to learn 
about food growing and contribute to the Food Growers Network which involves fruit 
and veg being distributed to those in need in the north of Solihull. 



1.4.17 Marston Green School Grounds – Wildlife Garden - Part of the grounds had been 
abandoned for years, neighbours backing onto the site appear to have dropped 
rubbish including rubble into the area, the vegetation was overgrown and a mounded 
soil den - this all meant the area was unusable for the children.  The teachers and 
pupils all wanted an area they could use for Forest School and Explorer Days.  
Working in partnership with Gro-Organic and AMEY the project was split into 2 
phases, the first phase included clearing the site with mini diggers and power tools, 
removal of brambles and rubble, and cutting back to clear pathways.  Phase 2 
included creating a wildlife garden containing a wildlife hide built out of a shed, 
building brick bug hotels, dens and hedgehog houses.  Picnic tables were built for the 
outdoor classroom.  

1.4.18 The pupils will benefit enormously and will have opportunities to use the area for 
cross curriculum activities including Science, Geography, English and Art.  The area 
will also be used by our Ark Before & After School Club as well as the school holiday 
club.  The garden will increase biodiversity and assist with the schools aim to achieve 
a Green Flag Award through Eco-Schools.

1.4.19 Olton Jubilee Park - Olton Baptist Church has spent their first ‘Sunday Out’ this year 
in Olton Jubilee Park litter picking.  12 bags of litter were collected from the park 
including the playground and basketball area.  This is the first of a number of litter 
picks the church will be carrying out over the coming months in order to keep Olton 
‘Clean for the Queen’.

1.4.20 I am pleased to announce that Solihull Libraries have acquired for the Borough a 
collection of glass negatives and images of Solihull that were taken by A. E. Hobbins, 
a clock repairer in Warwick Road, Solihull in the early 20th century.  Mr Hobbins took 
up photography around the time of the Boer War and continued taking pictures of the 
local area for several decades, creating a unique historical record of the changing 
townscape.  His collection of glass negatives will now be preserved for the Borough 
by the Heritage and Local Studies Service, and there will be a volunteer project to 
catalogue and digitise the images, so that they can be made available for the public 
to view in due course.

1.4.21 A Networked Councillor workshop took place in November, attended by 11 
Councillors. This gave members an opportunity to gain more understanding of social 
media and develop a plan for using it more to engage with, inform and influence 
communities. A drop in session was held on 26th January to find out how useful 
Councillors found the workshop, what they have done with social media since and 
what further support they need. 

1.5 Future Decisions

1.5.1 At my future decision making sessions I will be considering:

 Bereavement Services Strategy Update

 Graffiti Strategy

 Safer Solihull Partnership Annual Strategic Assessment and Community 
Safety Plan

 Environmental Crime Strategy Update


